
CASE STUDY: PROCURING ART
CITY OF PALMERSTON



WE WANT TO PAINT A BASKETBALL COURT

❑Creative funding

❑Public art budget

❑Prior art pieces



IT STARTED WITH…
Compliance view
• Legislation
• Policy
• Procurement Plan
• Request for quote 

template
• Panel of officers
• Delegate with approval

Industry view
• Art is different
• No formal templates
• Not all the conditions 

should apply
• Staff aren’t qualified to 

assess art submissions
• We might have to give 

some money out first



WHAT DON’T WE USUALLY CONSIDER.. IN PROCUREMENT?

• Request for quote / artist brief
• Art is technical
• Providing inspiration
• Paid draft designs
• Half funding on award
• Intellectual Property
• Copyright 
• Moral rights



WHAT DON’T WE USUALLY CONSIDER.. IN ART?
• Local content
• Value for Palmerston
• Insurance
• Tax invoices 
• Conflict of interest



DEVELOPING THE REQUEST FOR QUOTE
• What do we call it?
• Who will respond?
• How do we get it right?



COMPROMISE



ASSESSMENT
Local Content
DOES THEIR ART PRACTICE CONTRIBUTE TO OR SUPPORT 

THE PALMERSTON OR THE BROADER NORTHERN 

TERRITORY (NT) ECONOMY?

Technical Capability

DOES THE ARTISTS VISUAL REPRESENTATION EVOKE A 

FEELING, THOUGHT OR IDEA THAT CONTEXTUALISES 

PALMERSTON OR THE BROADER NT?

IS THE DESIGN OUTCOME HIGHLY DISTINCTIVE AND 

DEMONSTRATES THE ARTIST'S FLAIR, INNOVATION, AND 

IMAGINATION?

V

Standard considerations such as:

• Do they have enough trucks?

• Are their staff experienced?

• Do they have qualifications?

• Have they installed these 
before?



THE RESULT?





QUESTIONS?
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